7 vs A N 4 
F 4 * 


| 4 OR 
| The. . 5 hes * Advantag ES. of Be- 5 . 
Heuer with ret e = .", 


S ER M 0 N 


Preached at 


THOMASs 


For the BENEFIT of the 


CHARITYSCHOOL 


3 8 


| Pe SOUTH 17 AR x. A 


$ 


[+1 
4 
: 


By THOMAS NEWMAN. 


* 
— 
"4 _y 
* 
' > ff 


i | LONDON: 


Printed and Sold by J. WA OR, at the Tur#s Head 
in Lombard-Street. 1750. 


L Price Six- Pence.] 


1 TIM. vi. 19. 


Laying up in flore for themſelves a 
good foundation qgainſt the time to 
come, that they may lay * on 
eternal life. 


F we are aveialnted with our2 
ſelves we muſt know, that 
there are two main prin- 
ciples of action wrought in- 
to our very frame; namely, 
| a love of our ſelves, and a 
benevolence or good-will towards our fel- 


low-creatures. 'Theſe point directly to the 
main ends of life, namely, our own happi- 
neſs, and the happineſs of others. Since 
both theſe principles were planted in us by 
the father of our Spirits, we are ſure the 
both to be regarded and cultivated, that the 
are perfectly conſiſtent with one another, yea 
that they have an happy influence one u 
another. But alas! though theſe 22 . 
ſt, * 


are as natural to us YC and 
2 


how ſadly are they overlaid, and even te- 
verſed, through inconſideration and the want 


pf exerciſe; by which means we become un- 


natural to our ſelves, and inhuman towards 
others; we purſue our own miſery, and be- 

come hardned towards our fellow-creatures. 
To reſtore and to maintain the power of 
theſe principles the goſpel of Chriſt is mani- 
feſtly directed: many of its precepts and ex- 
hortations, yes the grand pattern exhi- 
bited through the whole, are intended to 
ſhew us wherein they conſiſt ; and the moſt 
powerful motives are ſubjoined to engage” us 
to that treatment of our ſelves and others, 
by which their influence is evidenced, To 
both theſe principles the words I have read 
call us to attend. 2 812 Es | 
The apoſtle Paul is in this context di- 
recting Timothy, how to addreſs himſelf 
to. thoſe Chriſtians who were poſſeſſed of 
much of this world. He begins with 
proper remonſtrances againſt thoſe ' weeds 
of pride, infolence, and ſelf-confidence, 
which ate too apt to ſpring up and to over - 
run the mind from an abundance: ver. 17. 
And the folemn warning he is ordered to. 
give them againſt thoſe things, was plainly- 
on the of their baneſulneſs upon the 
principle of beneficence. For having cau- 
tioned ſuch againſt the common cotruptions, 
he is to let them know the indiſpenſible du- 
ties, of their diſtinguiſhed r — 
a 0 


thoſe the charge equally belongs, in the 
18th verſe. Charge them, ſaith he, that 
they do good, that they be rich in good works, 
ready to diſtribute, willing to communicate, 
Here we have all the properties of bene- 
volence, as a Chriſtian principle: it is not 
merely to reſide as a virtue in the heart, but 
to evidence itſelf by the hand; natural af- 
fection muſt ſhew itſelf by kind offices—— 
their beneficence was to be in proportion to 
their wealth, the rich in ſubſtance were to be 
rich in gaod works——and to this they were 
2 be ever ready upon juſt and proper occa- 

NS. 5 

The words I have propoſed to conſider, 
are ſubjoĩned as a motive to influence their 
regard to all theſe directions: and abundant- 
ly ſufficient would it be found if ſeriouſly 
weighed and confidered. It is calculated to 
work upon the natural principle of ſe/f- love ; 
on that which is true and genuine; which 
it is our honour and happineſs to conſult; on 
that which is the meaſure of our love to o- 
thers, when we are commanded to love then 
as our ſelves. Theſe characters belong to it, 
When it is the principle God implanted in 
us: that is, when we ſ% love ourſelves, : as 
carefully to inform our minds, and diligently 
to apply ourſelves to the proſecution of, what 
enlightened reaſon directs us to, as our trueſt 
Intereſt and ultimated felicity. This felicity is 
here ſpecified, and is the argument here urged 


161. 
do engage a regard to a Chriſtian beneficenes 
towards others: and a more forcible one could 
not have been propoſed to influence that re- 
fined (elf-love, which Chriſtianity is intended 
to raiſe and cultivate i in all. For, this aſſu- 
rance Timothy was to give all thoſe who con- 
formed to the foregoing injunctions, That 
they would thereby lay up for themſelves a good 
foundation againſt the time to come, ſo that 
they migbt lay bold on eternal life, What I 
think is the Apoſtle's plain meaning, I would 
give you in the following paraphraſe, © Give 
de it in charge to the rich, as their indiſpen- 
e ſible duty, to proportion their liberality to 
ce their poſſeſſions, and readily to diſtribute 
<« of their riches to the indigent upon all pro- 
<< per occaſions: aſſuring them, that hereby 
they are making proviſion for themſelves, 
e they are laying in for their own benefit in 
<« reſpect to futurity, and are laying up a 
at ſecurity for their right to, and final poſſeſ- 
te ſion of, eternal life.“ | 
You ſee the Apoſtle is here ſpeaking of 
charity, or diſtributing to and relieving the 
poor: of that he is ſaying this very great 
thing. But, it is neceſſary to guard againſt 
a miſtake; which, though obvious, many 
have fallen into: namely, That the Apoſtle 
is not here ſumming up all that is neceflary 
by. the Goſpel for the attaining of eternal 
life; he doth not ab/olutely ſettle the grant 
thereof upon liberal and diffuſive charity 


alone; 


| Fas - 
alone ; or if unaccompanied with other 
branches of duty. This needs no other 
proof than this, that our Lord hath required 
the keeping the commandments in general as 
the term of eternal life. The great things 
that are ſaid here and elſewhere of benefi- 
cence, mercy, and of the generous and kind 
diſpoſition are deſigned to aſſure us, That 
they are of a very great account with God; 
that the character of a Chriſtian is eſſential- 
ly defective without them; and that the diſ- 
poſition with the evidence of it, the chari- 
ty of the heart and .hand too, according to 
our ability, is abſolutely neceſſary to eter- 
nal life,” It is not ſufficient of itſelf, but 
whatever other marks of a Chriſtian there 
may be, if this is wanting, we may expect 
they will be deemed inſufficient for eternal 
| life —In order therefore to the rendering the 
words more extenſively uſeful, I would give 
| you a view of the Apoſtle's very powerful 
motive under ſome propoſitions, | 


ProeposrTION I. We are all greatly con- 
cerned with futurity. The foundation which 
the text ſpeaks of laying, was ſuch a one on 
which hope and comfortable expectation might 
be built: the proviſion that was to be made 
was for the time to come. By whatever means 
the mind of man comes to be ſo abſolute 
confined to the affairs of the preſent day, as 

: __ ot 

2 Matt, xix. 17, 
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not to look beyond it; which is the cafe of 
many as to the concerns of this world as well 
as another; nevertheleſs, it is certain, this ſame 
mind hath a power of ſtretching itſelf to very 
great dimenſions of ſpace and time: and no- 
thing is more natural to it than the exerciſe 
of thought with reſpe& to an hereafter ; no- 
thing are we better acquainted with, than 
with pleaſure or pain at preſent, according to 
the proſpe&t we have of futurity, What 
reaſon can be aſſigned for this original capa- 
city and even inclination of extending our 
views to a diſtinct period, but our having a 
concern therewith and intereſt. therein z or, 

that we were intended by our great former 
to ſtand related to very diſtant events, 
which from this natural diſpoſition, we might 
be led to regard and provide for? Our ap- 
prehenſions of things . upon the appli- 
cation of our minds to them, are as clear and 
lively as thoſe we have of preſent things. If 
the voice of nature is the voice of God, this 
our original capacity of converſing with things 
to come, is a plain and ſtrong intimation that 
we were deſigned for an hereafter, that we 

ſtand related to it, and ſhould govern ourſelves 
at preſent by what we learn of matters, as they 
may inflaence our hope or fear concerning 
it. Our maker hereby vide us to extend our 
views to diſtant objects and events, to attend 
thereto and converſe therewith. And it is 
as plain alſo from the az dyes and reaches - 

t 
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the mind after good and happineſs, whatever be 
the preſent degree thereof; that this hereafter 
is not confined to what may or may not be 
before we leave this world: for, we as na- 
turally, though not ſo frequently, extend 
our thoughts beyond the bounds of time, as 
we do to any future event within thoſe 
bounds. Ke | 
Nor is our frame the only indication, that 
we are intereſted in a futurity beyond the 
grave, though it is an undeniable one ; but 
leaſt for want of reflection on ourſelves 
we ſhould overlook that, God hath been 
pleaſed to direct himſelf to this our capacity, 
by diſcovering very awful diſtant events; 
wherein we are of all others moſt concerned, 
in a revelation given us by his ſon. In the 
aſſurances the Goſpel gives of an everlaſting 
puniſhment and life eternal; he addreſſes 
| himſelf to that very faculty and power, and 
bids us to exerciſe it, in remembring and 
providing for ourſelves agreeably thereto. No 
words could more loudly ſpeak this, than 
the laying before us ſuch repreſentations as he 
hath done, to influence hope and fear; both 
of which you know reſpect futurity. And 
ſince he who perfectly knows our frame hatly 
taken this method, we are as ſure as we can 
be in a caſe of this nature, that we have a 
concern with an hereafter, we are intereſted 

in futurity. ; 
La =: PRoro- 


. 100 


PRorosfT Io II. This futurity is -6f 
;nfinitely greater importance to us than any 
thing preſent can be. Ir is from the general 
propenſion of the ſoul to regard an hereafter, 
that we find an inclination in ourſelves to 
foreknow the events reſpecting the preſent life. 
But, it is very obſervable, that we are left 
more in the dark what ſhall be on the mor- 
row, than what ſhall be after death, or 
in the morning of the reſurrection. And J ap- 
prehend, this reaſon amongſt others may be 
aſſigned for it, namely, to intimate to us 
that we have a much greater concern with 
the more diſtant, than with the-nearer, here- 
after; or with the events of the next world 
than of the next day. For certainly, our 
good God, who, in the courſe of his provi- 
dence and in the declaration of his word, 
bath given us the fulleſt ſatisfaction that he 
would deny us nothing that would be a real 
advantage and benefit, would have as clearly 
revealed his future diſpenſations towards us in 
this ſtate, as he hath brought light and immor- 
tality to light; if we had as much to do with 
the former as the latter; or, if our happineſs 
was as much concerned in what ſhould be 
our lot on the ſucceeding day, as what it 
ſhould be at the end of all time. But this 
he hath not done : there is a thick vail on all 
the time to come on this {ide the grave, whilſt 

what 
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what is beyond it is diſcloſed, | Doth not then 
the darkneſs of the one, and the ' diſcovery of 
the other unite their evidence to inſtru us, 
which is of the moſt importance to us, and 
with which we have moſt to do? Hath not 
the all- wiſe God and guide by thus ordering 
of things, plainly directed our care and ſolli- 
citude for the futurity commencing when 
time ſhall be no more? Surely this is the 
caſe! And muſt appear indiſputably ſo to 
every one who conſiders, that the futurity 
to which we ſtand peculiarly related is, eter- 
rity. Be it happineſs or miſery, this is the 
term belonging to it: a thought, pleaſing or 
painful beyond every other! and applicable 
only to the hereafter beyond death. 

I do not imagine, that any one who firmly 
believes the reality of ſuch a ſtate, needs any 
arguments to convince them, that it is of 
much greater importance to them than 
preſent poſſible event can be. But the un- 
— is, tis future; it is yet to came! 
and this circumſtance is apt to weaken our 
faith as to the reality of it. This is ſhameful 
and criminal partiality. For, are not moſt 
* our preſent acts for the fake of ſometliing 
future? either to prevent ſome diſſant evil, or 
to obtain ſome diſtant good : and if theſe, 
though diſtant, can influence our proſecution 
of them as if they were the greateſt certain- 


_ W gs an un; on accounted 
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1 3 21 - doubtful, 1 


doubtful, purely becauſe it is future? On the 

contrary, all futurities reſpecting the preſent 
world are in proportion uncertainties ; whilſt 
as to eternity, every evidence conſpires to aſ- 
certain and aſſure us, that though it be a ſea- 
ſon yet to come, it will take place. This 
we may now now by a little ſerious attention: 
and ſhould it not be always apprehended as 
ſober thought repreſents it ? This then doubt- 
leſs is the event that claims the regard of a 
chief end. This it doth, as it is the lf 
ſcene, and is to take place when all the 
ſcenes of this world are paſſed away; but 
when it is everlaſting too, and admits of no 
variation by a ſucceſſion 'of any other, oh! 
how momentous is this time to come]! May 
8 upon it in this light, as the 0ſt 
: for which we can never 


nn: too good, nor too ſpeedy a proviſion. 
In a word; if we were to be aſked, what 


was our grand and governing deſign, we 
ſhould be able to give this anſwer; © it is 


the attaining” of faturity; an eternity, of life 
and er This leads to 


ProposITION III. It is by our e 
= behaviour during our ' continuance here, 


chat a proviſion muſt be made and a ſecurity 


laid up, 295A happy hereafter, None who 
conſult the word of God; or even their own 


'conſciences, can be at à loſo what kind of 
actions are ſubſervient to this end. They 
cannot 


18 
cannot poſſibly be any other, than thoſe the 
goſpel ſtiles good works. By this term is 
ſometimes meant only beneficence, kindneſs, 
and compaſſion towards our fellow-creatures, 
'This is the import of it in the verſe before 
the text: where to be rich in good works is 
to abound in acts of liberality, or in diſtributions 
for relieving the neceſſities of others, Thus 
is communicating of this world's goods to o- 
thers ſtiled, working or doing good *. This 

is an eminent branch thereof: an action in- 
trinſically good. But fince our maſter hath 
told us, that the loving the Lord our God 
with all our heart and ſoul, is the f and 
great commandment ; acts of piety as well as 
charity muſt be included in. that well- doing. 
from whence we are encouraged to hope for 
eternal life.] ſhall only obſerve further un- 
der this head: that it is by no means ſuffici- 
ent that the acts of one kind or the other be 
210 and then done, as if they were left to out 
option and liberty, when or how to do them. 
This would be deſtroying the obligation 
which duty carries in it, and would be ma- 
king inclination the only rule and law, No: 
it is required that the external acts both of 
piety and charity flow from an inward prin- 
ciple of love to God and love to man; that 
the bounty of the hand proceeds from the 
law of kindneſs in the heart, As theſe af- 
fections prevail there will be an habitual dif- 


= 
S 
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- 
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* Galat, vi. 10. 
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poſition to thoſe acts: for that end are they 
required; gu. elſe will produce a con- 
Fancy or uniformity of behaviour; and it is 
the diſpoſition of the mind with which good 
works are done, which includes the reaſon 
and end of them, that hath the principal in- 
fluence on their ſubſerving our everlaſting ad- 
vantage. This may ſuffice to ſhew us the na- 
ture and kind of thoſe acts by which we are 
to provide for a happy futurity. 

But there are two queries, which the form of 
expreſſion in the text may render it neceſſary 
to take notice of: namely. How our good 
works contribute to the ſecuring of eternal 
life: and—what ſecurity they are in order to 
that important iſſue. 

1. It may be aſked; how our good works 
contribute to our obtaining eternal life? Hereby, 
the text ſaith, we lay up for ourſelves a foun- 
dation in reſpect to that futurity. Something 
is neceſſary to be ſaid on this head for the 
clearing the text, and preventing unjuſt re- 
flections on what may be offered from it. 

And to this end let it be obſerved: that 
| Here is not the leaſt ground for the doctrine 
of merit. All pretenſions of that kind are 
founded in ignorance and arrogance. I do 
not know a Proteſtant who is in that ſen- 
timent. Indeed the thing may in the ſtrict 
ſenſe of it be demonſtrated to be impoſſible. 
Man in innocence could not merit at the hands 
of his maker; much leſs can there be any 

claim 


FH. 
claim of that kind in his preſent depraved 
circumſtance. No: we have no claim but 
upon the divine promiſe ; and the very pro- 
miſe of eternal life, we owe abſolutely” to the 
free and unmerited mercy of God in Chriſt 
Jeſus. But in that very goſpel where we 
have this promiſe, and by that very Jeſus to 
whoſe merits and purchaſe we owe it, certain 
requirements are laid down as the terms of 
our obtaining that bleſſing ; to them the grant 
is anexed, upon them is it ſuſpended, by 
him whoſe gift it is: upon our required con- 
formity to thoſe terms, God has allowed usa 
claim to that promiſe: if we are obedient to 
the divine orders and precepts as ſubjects; if 
we are faithful in the uſe of our talents 
as ſtewards, applying and improving them 
according to the direction of our great prin- 
cipal, we ſhall through his gracious promiſe 
obtain eternal life as a reward: or as our Sa- 
viour ſtrongly expreſſes it, e Jud make to 
ourſebves friends by ſuch acts * ; that is, they 
will by God's gracious uch recom 
mend us to his favour and acceptance, even 
to the procuring for us an eternal treaſure, 
when this world with all its enjoyments fail 
us, There is no proportion between our works 
and our reward ; but they are facrifices with 
which God is well pleaſed +; and therefore 
ſhall redound to our everlaſting advantage, 
by virtue of the divine good pleaſure and 

| promiſe. 
* Luke xvi. 9. + Heb. xiii. 16. 
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promiſe; However zealous' therefore we 
may be, however we abound, in good works, 
our apprehenſions and expectations ought al- 
ways to be governed by the Apoſtle's decla- 
ration, that eternal life is, not a debt, but 
the gift of God through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord “. 
2. The other enquiry to be conſidered is, 
what ſecurity are works of charity with re- 
ct to that important time to come? Now: 
according to the text they are a good founda- 
tion, The words being a defigned motive to 
liberal charity, they are to be read as a ſo- 
lemn aſſurance, that ſuch acts would emi- 
nently contribute to our everlaſting felicity.— 
There is a relation between the preſent and 
the future ſtates, fixed by him who ſent us 
into the world, even the relation of a ſtate 
of trial, and a ſtate of recompence ; which 
every one can perceive: conſequently our be- 
haviour here, ſhall infallibly model our eter- 
nal hereafter. As our diſpoſitions and the 
actions flowing from them come up to the 
goſpel ſtandard; as our advantages and ta- 
lents are improved to the uſes for which they 
were beſtowed, fo are we rreaſuring up to our- 
ſelves love or wrath, peace or terror, happi- 
neſs or miſery. The preſent life hath an in- 
ſeparable connection with the life to come. 
This is deſcribed by things which have the 
moſt natural and invariable relation to one 
| anO- 


* Rom. vi. 23. 


Sr] 
another. It may be ſufficient to cite ons 
paſſage of holy writ: N. batſeeuer g wan Jar 
erb even that be ſhall reap * This is 3 
maxim that every one ales; and. it is prer 
ſcribed as a rule for every ＋ lay down 
to themſelves, as what God the judge ami 
rewarder will proceed by. The Apoſtle wr 
plies it the particular duty of charity, 
the communicating of the portion. Gogh hath 
given us to the benefit of —— The * 
plication or uſe of them he calls ſowing ; 
reaping be 82 the. ue and conſeqe ences 

of that application in another life. This is 
the connection between the preſent time, and 
that which is ta come, even that of ſeed time 
and hgryeſt, 78 is the, ſeaſon. for forging, 
and there is as certain, as determined & ſcaſop 


for reaping : and therefore as the hyſband- 
man. naturally looks for a crop as gogd. 


plentiful as the ſeed was he put 5 5 the grou 
ſo are our expectations of a recompenſe here- 
after tobe governed by the meaſure and degree 
of our preſents acts of mercy and charity; in 
which we are at infinitely a greater . — 
that the abundance of the former, ſhall any 
ſwer to the liberality of the latter This thep 
is the goodneſs of the ſecurity accompanyi 
works both of piety and charity with eſp 

to an eternal hereafter, , that God hath un- 
dertaken 5 the iſſue ;. it 0 N fail 
* - . than 


en. vi. * + Gul 1. 
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than the divine truth, it admits of no hte 
variation than a divine ordination.” As we 

abound therein, 'we are making the more a- 
bundant proviſion for ourſelves; we render 
our title to happineſs more firm, our poſſeſ- 
ion more ſure, and our harveſt of life and 
Joy _ more plentiful. : 


* ſhalt conclude the ſubjea with a few | 


. How „ egen and kind is our hea- 


'venly Father, in eſtabliſhing ſuch a connec- 


tion between our duty and felicity, and in 
making it known to us! The text with many 
other places, aſſures us, that in laying out 
thoughts, time, and talents according to the 
divine preſcriptions, we are laying up for our 


own advantage, and making every thing turn 


to the beſt account. By acts. of obedience 
and labours of love, out of a regard to God 
and a principle of benevolence to our own 
kind, we are making proviſion for a joy un- 
ſpeakable and full of glory another day. 
God might have exerciſed his ſovereignty by 
required inſtances of duty ro himſelf and o- 
thers, without diſcloſing to us the iflue and 
conſequences of our obedience, or revealin 

the particular recompence we ſhould receive 
from him. But he hath acquainted us by his 
Son with what we may expect from him, as 


well 


9 2 * — * - 
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well as what he hath required of us. By 
this, doubtleſs, he inteadel to facilitate our 


duty; to inſpire kind and generous ſentiments 


of himſelf; and to render all our ſervices in- 
genuous and free; whereby they are more ac- 
ceptable to him, as well as more delightful 
to ourſelves. _ 
2. What an unſpeakable importance is put 
upon the preſent life, by the connection be- 
tween our conduct here and our ſtate here- 
after! It may be ſtiled vain if conſidered in 
ttſelf; vanity is a term that juſtly ſuits and 
belongs to what are called the enjoyments of 
it, if we carry our views no further than 
what they yield of themſelves at preſent, or 
if we rate them only by their continuance : 
but both life itſelf, and what are uſually ſti- 
led the comforts of it, derive a very great ſig- 
nificancy and worth, when they are conſider- 
ed in their relation o the time to come, or 
to that futurity in which we are intereſted by 
the divine appointment: ſince according to 
the application and improyement of time and 
talents, the awful bereafter beyond the grave 
is determined, and our daily conduct contri- 
butes ſomething thereto. How loud a call is 
this to a daily reflection on our ways, and to 
a wiſe and careful uſe of what the great Pro- 
prietor of all hath lodged in our hands! oh! 
what ſatisfaction might we reap from time 
and talents, which it may be are now worſe 
% OR > than 


than loft and thrown away, would we but fre- 
quently and ſeriouſly inſpect our own conduct, 
as we are probationers for eternity! we could 
not then eaſily omit enquiries, of all others 
the moſt concerning to ourſelves : «© What 
have I been laying up for myſelf with 
«« refpect to that. hereafter which J have be- 
« fore me! What have I been treaſuring up 
* for! What have I been ſowing! Is it joy or 
* horror! Is it for the refreſhing approbation 
te of my own mind, or food for the worm 
te that never dies! Is it for life or death eter- 
* nal!” O Chriſtian! let thy belief of a 
future fate evidence itſelf by ſuch frequent 
reviews of thy behaviour in the preſent, and 
by thy ſollicitous care to anſwer ſuch ſolemn 
enquiries to thy everlaſting ſatisfaction. Let 
the changing year, and the flying hour, be 
an admonition to thee to make life turn to 
the beſt account, by applving it principally to 
- thole ends and uſes, which in their final iſſue 
are laying up for thee a treafute in Heaven; 
fince there is ſuch a glorious” everlaſting ſtate 
prepared, and the preſent life, with its va- 
rious advantages, is allotted as thy prepara- 
ä 
3. How neceſſary is it, how uſeful ſhould 
we find it, to keep our eye on the great re- 
compence of reward! the grand promiſe, 
and conſequently the grand motive, of the 
golpel, is eternal life“. And what difpo- 
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[ 21 ] | 
fition is there on which this * not work, 
ff it were but underſtood, believed and at- 
| tended to? It is propoſed in the text to excite 
beneficence, or a generous communication. of 
this world's good, in thoſe to whom Proyi- 
dence hath been liberal in reſpe& of capacity 
and ability. And what argument can be 
conceived more powerful, or what farther 
can be neceſſary, to influence a mind that is 
conſcious of its own immortality, or that 
hath any ſenſe or ſollicitude about its own 
felicity? For: | 
It naturally inſpires che nobleſt princ zol 
A reward, proceeding ſolely from the free 
and unmerited grace of God; ſo difpropor- 
tioned to any works or ſervices of ours; ; the 
purchaſe of the Saviour's ſufferings and death, 
cannot, when conſidered, but produce a love 
and gratitude, naturally productive of an 
aim and intention to do every thing that is 
pleaſing and acceptable to God, and a chear- 
ful compliance with every intimation of his 
will, in proportion to the ſtreſs that he 1 
on particular duties, and the degree of eſti- 
mation that they are with him. Humanity 
is a very powerful prineiple of beneficence: 
but it falls ſhort of this ingenuous and affect- 
ing ſenſe of the divine munificence : this en- 
larges the heart beyond every thing elſe; 
renders it attentive to every call of Provi- 
dence; it yields readily without heſitating; 
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[22] 
it. obeys liberally without grudging or mur- 
muring; in every caſe to which ability ex- 
tends it ſuggeſts a prevailing reaſon for re- 
garding it, even its acceptableneſs to its God 
and Saviour: yea, what is done ander its in- 


Nuence is a very ſenſible gratification and 


pleaſure to itſelf; it conſecrates the gift; by 
railing an act of humanity to an act of reli- 
gion ; and enſures the acceptance and reward 
of Chriſt our judge, as if it had been done 
to himſelf *®, | | 
Further: if eternal life be conſidered as 
the reward of beneficence or doing good to 
our fellow- creatures, who can withſtand it as 
a matzve? The annexing ſuch a recompence 
to ſuch acts moſt ſtrongly expreſſes the great 
ſtreſs that God lays upon them; the indiſpen- 
fible neceſlity of ſuch a diſpoſition to capaci- 
tate us for the future life, where it is exerciſ- 
ed in perfection. Would not the ſurpriſing 
bounty of God, in the rewarding ſuch ſer- 
vices in ſuch a manner, conquer all reluctan- 
cy on our part to calls thereto? would it not 
diſpoſe us to meet the petition half way, and 
render our offering perfectly voluntary, which 
is neceſſary to recommend it to the divine ac- 
ceptance F. Thus would the great goſ- 
pel promiſe and motive, eternal life, if ſeri- 
ouſly attended to, influence and warm the 
heart with the moſt generous affection to my 
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and the Redeemer; which of courſe would 
_ inſpire the tendereſt ſentiments and diſpoſition 
towards our fellow-creatures: fince both au- 
thority and love are manifeſted in the goſpel, 
if J may fo expreſs it, as their advocates; 
and unite their conſtraining power to enlar 
dur minds in proportion to the ability of our 
hands. 

"I, hope what hath been faid hath been pre- 
paring you for the ready admiſſion of an ap- 
plication to you, on the behalf of a great 
number of poor children, who are by me this 
day petitioning for your benevolent regards, 
in order to their continued enjoyment of their 
reſent advantages of education; whilſt at the 
Re time I beg to be an advocate for others, 
who may hereafter ſhare the ſame through 
your bounty; ' fince this charity entirely de- 
pends upon voluntary cee * time 
zo time. 
It is neceſſaty, as I ſuppoſe it hath been 
cuſtomary upon theſe occaſions, to lay before 
ou ſome account of the original and circum- 
Mances of this charity. And 1 have this to 
ſay on its behalf. | 
In the reign of James II. a ſchool was ſet 
up by a Jeſuit, and publick notice was given 
that he would inſtru ' the children of the 
poor, without diſtinction, and without any 
expence to their parents. An artifice this, 
well adapted to anſwer a Jeſuits deſign: 
namely, to poifon the minds of young ones, 


by 


24 

by having the prepoſſeſſing them from the 
very firſt with the enſlaving principles, and 
the moſt abſurd doctrines of the Romi/h 
Church; to ſteal away the juſt abhorrence 
Proteſtants have of that religion and its emiſ- 
faries;. and from the ſeeming kindneſs ſhewn 
to the children, to make a property and con- 
verts of the parents. 
This attempt of the Jeſuit rouſed alt 
warthy Proteſtant diſſenting Gentlemen, be- 
ing aſſured the Jeſuit — deſign no good, 
to ſet up this ſchool, in order to prevent the 
if din. miſchief that was meditated ; 3 
to * for the inſttuction of poor child- 
ren in the proteſtant way, or if you pleaſe, in 
the religion of the Bible, Into this ſchool 
children are taken without diſtinction of par- 
ties, as the Jeſuit: propoſed to do; but with 
this material difference from his ſcheme, not 
to make them bigots to any party, nor to 
train them up to heriticate, damn, nor perſe- 
cute their fellow Chriſtians, from the appre+ 
benſion they are doing God good ſervice 
thereby. The children are of the pooreſt 
fort of watermen and fiſhermen, with others 
who axe incapable of giving them any educa- 
tion. They are taught to read, write, and 
cypher, without any expence to their pa- 
rents for Bibles or any other neceſſary books, 
or charge for inſtruction; - and with thoſe 


9 for their ſupport af this S 
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25 
they are acquainted with the common princi- 
ples of chriſtianity, as a foundation for their 
| happineſs in the other. Through the favour 
of providence, this ſchool hath no ſabliſt- 
ed about fixty-three years; and the number 
of children is increaſed from forty, as at 
its firſt inſtitution, to an hundred and fifty 
as at preſent. — It is matter of juſt ſurprize 
that it was not ſtrangled in its infancy, or that 
it ſurvived the news of its birth: conſidering 
the reign in which it was ſet up, and its be- 
ing inſtituted in oppoſition to one of the mo 
intriguing and malicious order in the. 250 
CHUNK). os is wo ans eo ES 

I cannot help ſaying, that a charity. found- 
ed on ſo remarkable an occaſion, , on ſuch 
a laudable and chriſtian zeal, and calculated 
for ſo beneficent an end, merits a diſtinguiſb- 
ed regard. And 1 ſhould think it a ſufficient 
compenſation for myſelf, if any thing now 
faid bath opened an heart and hand to deviſe 
and contribute liberally to the ſupport hereof, 
where Providence hath bleſſed with an abili- 
f 00-2 oo ES 

It makes humanity: itſelf bleed, to behol 
ſuch numbers of poor children, abandoned of 

rents and friends; ſent abroad to run ſavage 
and wild; to aſſociate with any thing that 
will aſſociate with them; without guide, in- 
ſtructor, or overſeer: expoſed hereby to every 
form of miſery N with vice that is 8 | 
"4177 þ | 4 
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15261] 
all other things the moſt certain ſource there- 
of, encreaſes with their years. From theſe 
their deplorable circumſtances in the firſt part 
of life, they uſually bid abſolute defiance to 
every method of inſtructing and reclaiming 
them as they grow up; and become incapa- 
ble of making and improving any advantages 
for their own ſupport, when they afterwards 


offer themſelves, through loſs of reputation, ab- 


ſolute ignorance, or want of a foundation being 
Jaid by education. Hereby they are not only 
doomed to unhappineſs, but they become a 
nuſance to the world, a plague to their neigh- 
hours, and burdens or terrors to ſociety, be- 
fore they can be called men or women.—This 
is very often owing purely to the poverty of 
the parents; who either cannot ſpare that 
time from their own daily labours to inſtruct 
and govern them, or cannot ſpare from their 
own crying neceſſities what is requiſite for 
their being put under the care of others. 
Now is not that a good work, doth it not 
ſtrongly plead for your affiſtance, to take the 
deſtitute offspring of ſuch parents, who are 
of our own ſpecies, created by the ſame 
God, redeemed by the fame Saviour, and 
who have one and the ſame father with our- 
ſelves, is it not a good work I fay, to take theſe 
young creatures, who would be otherwiſe ex- 
poſed to the utmoſt degeneracy, and- to civi- 
lize them ; to inure them to order and to a 


ow 


n | 
profitable application of their thoughts and 
capacites; to keep them reaſonable; to in- 
ſtill pious and uſeful ſentiments; to enable 
them to improve advantages for their own 
benefit by honeſt labour; to enjoy the bleſ- 
ſings of light and knowledge as they have op- 
portunity for it; and to put them into the 
way of peace and everlaſting happineſs? Sure 
I am as I can be of any thing, it is a work 
fo good, that Heaven ſo far looks with plea- 
ſure upon thoſe engaged in it, and upon thoſe 
who contribute according to their ability to- 

wards. it, Angels thoſe beneficent ſpirits, 
muſt gladly engage in many kind offices for 
thoſe ſo like themſelves. What can declare 
an higher eſtimation of it, and a more cer- 
tain acceptance with God, than the aſſurance 
the text, as well as many other paſſages, gives 
us of its contributing eminently to our at- 
taining eternal life? Methinks we . ſhould 
eſteem' it a favour in Providence, that we 
have an opportunity of ſhewing love and 
compaſſion to the diſtreſſed and indigent of 
our own kind, in a way ſo comprehenſively 
ſerviceable to them; whereby the honour of 
God, the intereſt of virtue, the good of our 
country, and the benefit of the ſucceeding 
age, bids ſo fair to be promoted by one and 
the ſame act. How much might thoſe in a 
middling circumſtance have to do good with, 
would they but retrench ſome very needleſs, 
D 2 yea 


[28] 
yea hurtful expences?. To how much * 
an account would it turn, when applied to 
the educating of the friendleſs, to put them in 
a way of ſupporting themſelves, and of huma- 
nizing thoſe who are in the utmoſt danger of 
8 a brutal herd! Do you not all 
think that a portion of your ſubſtance this 
way beſtowed, would yield unſpeakably more 
fatisfaction in . than the gratifying 
childiſh fancies of which you are ſoon ſick; or 
in indulgences of which you will bitterly re- 
pent? The Apoſtle hath aſſured us, that 
what is /owed to the fleſh, or is laid out in 
ſelf-gratifications, in the mere accommoda- 
tions of this life, will in the end prove cor- 
ruption : that is, we ſhall then reap nothing 
from it; when the uſe is over, there is no 
farther profit; when it is paſt it is loſt, as 
the ſeed when fown is, which  rots in the 
ground. It is only that which is ſoued to 
the ſpirit, or according to the directions of 
the ſpirit of God in the goſpel, in works 
of piety and charity, that ſhall be followed 
profit in the time of harveſt: but t heſẽ 
ſhall yield life everlaſting *. Such an appli- 
cation af our ſubſtance is not throwing it 
away it is a laying up for ourſelves for fu- 
turity, that is, for eternity: it is making 
viſion for a ſeaſon, to which all that we now 
. bath a a principal 3 ; * the _ 
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of all we have done ſhall be received, 


and ſhall be found to be according to what 


we have done. Sure we are we ſhall 


never be loſers by following the order of 


our great principal: he is not unrigh- 


teous to forget any work or labour of 


love that is done to or in his name. On the 
contrary, we know that whatever good thing 
any one. doth, the ſame, or a recompence pro- 
portioned thereto, - ſhall they receive of the 
Lord *. With good will then perform this 


ſervice, -as unto the Lord; expreſſing your 


own inward pleaſure by your liberality to 
the education. of thoſe, who being unſup- 
plied by Providence are made dependants on 


To ſum up and conclude. this diſcourſe. 
Whilſt ſome are wickedly revelling away 
their ſubſtance, deſtroying themſelves, in- 
ſulting their maker with his own bounty, 
and drying up the ſpring of their own bene- 
ficence : whilſt others are ſordidly mucking 


up what Providence gave them to be ſcat- 


tered; having no heart to enjoy lite men what 
they admire like fools; nor humanity enough 
to let others enjoy the portion which Provi- 
dence hath entitled them to.—May we, I 
ſay, from theſe ſad inſtances of folly, injuſ- 
tice, and cruelty, find our diſpoſition and 
reſolution the more fully ſet for the ſerving 
"IF our 
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1 * 
dur God, our Redeemer, and thoſe who 
claim in their name, with what we are 
entruſted for ſuch uſes. You who are pa- 
rents cannot but ſurely feel your gratitude - 
to God excited, in that your offspring are not 
amongſt this great number of indigents 
before your eyes, that they are not born to 
thoſe diſadvantages which thoſe are whom 
you are now requeſted to relieve, Expreſs 
your gratitude to him who hath made you 
and them to differ in this very deſirable cir- 
cumſtance of education, by your readineſs 
to ſupply other poor children with the aſſiſ- 
tance God hath enabled you to yield them. 

By this means you may ſet ſuch an exam- 
ple, and entail ſuch a bleſſing on your own 
houſehold, that their diſpoſition through di- 
vine influence, and their ability through a 
ſmiling Providence, may render them bleſ- 
ſings to the world when your heads are laid 
in the duſt. And may we all agree from this 
time, with a more religious care than hither- 
to, ſo to lay out, as God enables us, that we 
may lay up for a ſupporting hope and plea- 
ſing proſpect in the hour of death; when no- 
thing but wiſe, kind and pious acts will yield 
any ſubſtantial ſatisfaction; and all the pro- 
viſion we can make for it will be but little 
enough in that ſolemn and awful event. 
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